
R. A. MOULDS - COMPOSER 

A native Marylander currently residing in the Republic of 
Ireland, R.A. Moulds studied composition with William Presser 
at the University of Southern Mississippi. His early music 
exhibited an idiosyncratic, non-dogmatic post-tonal style, 
which was soon abandoned in favour of a more eclectic 
manner. Around 1992, his music made increasing use of tonal 
materials, not as pastiche or postmodern irony, but rather as 
acknowledgment of the continuing power of such music to 
have a complex, expressive effect on performers and 
audiences. These later works draw on a wide variety of other 

works — both from the history of music and Moulds's own — but are integrated within 
his own graceful, sophisticated sensibility. For more information, please see 
www.ramoulds.com 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

JOHAN DE COCK - PIANIST 

Johan de Cock was born in 1975 in Namibia. He studied 
piano with Catharina Struthers and harpsichord / pipe organ 
with Boudewijn Scholten at the University of Stellenbosch, 
South Africa from 1994 - 1996. He made his debut at the City 
Hall in Cape Town in 1996, playing Liszt's Totentanz with the 
Cape Philharmonic Orchestra.  Johan moved to the UK 
permanently in October 2000 and soon established himself in 
London as a composer, music producer, remixer, and vocal 
accompanist. He has released recordings on the Afrimusiek 
(South Africa), DPulse (USA), and Strictly Rhythm (USA) 
record labels, as well as on his own label, EIAG Records.   

In recent years, Johan has performed at St Martin-within-Ludgate, Steinway Hall, the 
Schott Recital Room, and the Burgh House and Hampstead Museum in London. Since 
moving to Brighton in 2013, he has given concerts at the Chapel Royal, the Brighton 
Unitarian Church, the Brighton Friends' Meeting House, and at the Under Ground 
Theatre in Eastbourne.  A champion of modern music, Johan has premiered works by 
contemporary composers including Arthur Wegelin, Johan Cloete, Bongani Ndodana-
Breen, Frederick Stocken, Stephan Beneking, Juan María Solare and R. A. Moulds.  
He currently lives in Saltdean, Brighton in East Sussex, where he teaches piano and 
music theory, composes, and organises a variety of musical concerts and events. For 
more information, please see www.johandecock.com 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING CONCERTS 

Monday, 6 June 2016, 1:05pm - St Martin-within-Ludgate, London 
40 Ludgate Hill, London, EC4M 7DE 

Wednesday, 8 June 2016, 1:10pm - Holy Trinity, Hastings 
Robertson Street, Hastings, TN34 1HT 

Thursday, 28 July 2016, 1:10pm - St Anne's, Lewes 
Western Road, Lewes, BN7 1RJ 

Friday, 2 September 2016, 1:15pm - St Bride’s, London 
Fleet Street, London, EC4Y 8AU  

Airs and Grace Notes
Johan de Cock - piano 

Music by Soler, Haydn, Liszt, 
Mompou and R. A. Moulds 

19 & 26 May 2016, 1:00pm 
21 & 28 May 2016, 4:30pm 

Friends’ Meeting House 
Ship Street, Brighton, BN1 1AF 



PROGRAMME 

Antonio Soler (1729 - 1783) 
• Sonata in F sharp minor, R.85 
• Sonata in C sharp minor, R.21 
• Sonata in D flat major, R.88 

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732 - 1809) 
Sonata in C sharp minor, Hob.XVI:36 [1770-1775?] 
I. Moderato 
II. Scherzando - Allegro con brio 
III. Menuet - Moderato 

Franz Liszt (1811 - 1886) 
• Elegie No.1, S.196 [1874] 
• Elegie No.2, S.197 [1877] 

Federico Mompou (1893 - 1987) 
• Cancion y Danza No.1 [1921] 
• Cancion y Danza No.4 [1928] 
• Cancion y Danza No.6 [1942] 

R. A. Moulds (b.1958) 
• Au Pic de Bugarach from Aquarelles, Op.90, No.3 [2014] 
• La Recoleta: Milonga Fantasiosa, Op.92 [2015] 
______________________________________________________________ 

Antonio Soler was a Spanish composer from the late Baroque and early 
Classical music eras. Similar to Domenico Scarlatti, his music displays a 
fondness for the characteristic dance rhythms and harmonic / melodic features 
of popular Iberian music. He was born in Olot in Catalonia, Spain in 1732 and 
entered the boys’ choir of the Monastery of Montserrat when he was six. He 
took holy orders at the age of 23, and embarked on an extremely busy life as a 
Catholic monk in El Escorial, Madrid. During this time he produced more than 
500 compositions, including 120 sonatas for keyboard, religious and secular 
vocal works, quintets with keyboard obbligato, concertos for two keyboard 
instruments, and various theoretical writings. Most of the keyboard sonatas 
were written for his student, the Infante Don Gabriel, a son of King Carlos III, 
and they would have been played on either the harpsichord or the fortepiano. 
Padre Soler died in 1783, at the age of 54, in the monastery of San Lorenzo 
de El Escorial. No portraits of him are known to exist. 

Franz Joseph Haydn (31 March 1732 - 31 May 1809), aka ‘Papa Haydn’, was 
a famous Austrian composer from the Classical period.  His contributions to 
the development of musical form (especially sonata form) was immense and 
far-reaching, earning him nicknames such as ‘Father of the Symphony’ and 
‘Father of the String Quartet’.  For most of his career, Haydn worked in 
isolation as court musician for the wealthy Esterházy family.  Haydn allegedly 
proclaimed, ‘I was cut off from the world. There was no one to confuse or  

torment me, and I was forced to become original.’  At the time of his death, 
aged 77, he was the most celebrated composer in all of Europe; a friend of 
Mozart and teacher of Beethoven (although grumpy Beethoven claimed to 
have learned nothing from him!) Between 1766 and 1794, Haydn wrote 62 
piano sonatas (that we know about). The Sonata in C sharp minor, Hob.XVI:36 
is unusual in that it has a fast rondo for the customary slow, second 
movement, and a moderate, more serious Minuet and Trio for the finale. The 
trio is also in the startling key of C sharp major! 

Franz Liszt was a Hungarian composer, pianist, conductor and teacher, who 
was renowned in Europe during the nineteenth century.  He is considered by 
many to be the greatest pianist that ever lived, and was also the first person to 
present solo piano recitals. The first Elegie was composed in 1874, for a 
concert in memory of his friend, Marie Moukhanoff, a gifted pianist and pupil of 
Chopin.  The second Elegie was composed in 1877, as a thank you to Lina 
Ramann, Liszt’s biographer, who had written an article about the first piece. 
Both pieces are written in 3/4 time, in the key of A flat major (albeit with many 
complex key changes and modulations), and both end with delicate trills and 
arpeggiated chords in the high register of the piano.  

Federico Mompou (1893 - 1987) was a Catalan composer, remembered for 
his solo piano music and, to a lesser degree, his songs.  He was born in the 
heart of Barcelona’s theatre district, where the songs of the Music Hall, and his 
grandfather’s bell foundry, left lasting impressions on his musical style. He is 
best known as a miniaturist, composing small, improvisatory works, focussing 
on sonority and harmonic colour, rather than musical development or form. His 
main influences were French impressionism, Erik Satie and Gabriel Fauré. 
The Cançons i Danses were written as separate pieces over a 55-year span. 
Each piece consists of an slow introductory song, followed by a more 
animated dance. They are mostly based on existing Catalan folk tunes, 
although some of them - including No.6, written for the pianist, Arthur 
Rubinstein - are original works. 

The Pic de Bugarach is the highest peak in the Corbières mountains in 
France. The mountain’s geology is unusual and rather striking, and it is 
sometimes described as an "upside-down mountain”.  It has often has been 
associated with New Age myths about aliens and spacecraft, although the 
composer assures me that he was not thinking about this when he wrote the 
piece! The work was composed in 2014, and is the 3rd piece from his first 
book of Aquarelles, published by Swirly Music and dedicated to the 
composer’s friend and fellow composer, Cedric Peachey.  

La Recoleta, a milonga-inspired fantasy, was commissioned by Johan de 
Cock in 2015, and is also published by Swirly Music. La Recoleta is a 
cemetery located in Buenos Aires, Argentina, which contains the graves of 
many notable people, including Eva Perón. The score includes unusual 
d i r e c t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g ‘ s p a v e n t o s o ’ ( f r i g h t e n i n g ) a n d 
‘raccapricciante' (bloodcurdling)! Please note that copies of the score will be 
available for purchase at the door. Please also see www.swirlymusic.org to 
purchase scores by R. A. Moulds.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infante_Gabriel_of_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Carlos_III
http://www.swirlymusic.org

