
BIOGRAPHY 

Johan de Cock was born in 1975 in Namibia. He studied Classical Piano Performing 
with Catharina Struthers and Harpsichord/Organ with Boudewijn Scholten at the 
University of Stellenbosch in South Africa from 1994 - 1996.  He made his concerto 
debut at the City Hall in Cape Town in 1996, playing Liszt's Totentanz with the Cape 
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Gérhard Korsten.  Johan moved to the UK in 
October 2000. 

His own compositions have been recorded by the Afrimusiek record label in South 
Africa, and his music has also been featured on the British television series, Free 
Spirit, broadcast on Channel 4 and iTV. In 2005 he was commissioned by St 
Ethelburga's Centre for Reconciliation and Peace to compose a new Christmas work, 
Stargazing, for Soprano, Piano, Electronics and Video.   It was premiered on 13 
December 2005, and excerpts were also broadcast on BBC London Radio. 

He has performed in the UK at Chichester Cathedral, the Brighton Unitarian Church 
and the Brighton Fringe Festival in Sussex, and in London at St-Sepulchre-without-
Newgate, St Ethelburga's Centre for Peace and Reconcilliation, St Martin-within-
Ludgate, Steinway Hall, the Burgh House and Hampstead Museum, Pizza on the Park, 
the London Arena, the Richmond Concert Society, Bartok in Camden (where he held a 
three-year residency), the Battersea Barge, the Soho Actors' Centre, and the 
Leytonstone Festival. 

Johan currently lives in Saltdean, Brighton in East Sussex with his wife, Rachel, who is 
a fashion designer and graphic artist. He teaches piano and music theory from his 
home studio, and also composes, makes audio recordings, and organises a variety of 
music concerts and events.  

FUTURE CONCERTS 
Sunday, 3 May 2015, 3:30pm 
Burgh House and Hampstead Museum 
New End Square, Hampstead, London, NW3 1LT 
Bossa Tango - Music from Latin America 
Tickets: £10 / £8  
www.burghhouse.org.uk 

Brighton Fringe Festival 2015 

Saturdays, 16 & 30 May 2015, 4:00pm 
Bossa Tango - Music from Latin America 
  
Friday 22 May at 8:00pm / Saturday 23 May at 4:00pm 
With Corinne Morris (cellist)  
Shorter romantic and modern pieces for cello and piano by Saint-Saëns, Liszt, Rachmaninoff, 
Ernest Bloch, Federico Mompou, Frank Bridge and more… 

For more information, up-to-date concert listings and ticket sales, please see: 

www.johandecock.com 

A Christmas Recital 
Johan de Cock (piano) 

Schott Recital Room 
Burgh House & Hampstead Museum 
Brighton Friends’ Meeting House 

http://www.johandecock.com


 

Composers 



Stephan Beneking is an award-winning composer, based in 
Berlin, Germany.  Beneking´s original compositions are in a 
contemporary, Neoromantic  style, and all are written for piano 
solo.  His catalogue comprises of more than 250 works, and his 
music is performed all over the world by amateur and professional 
pianists alike.  All  of his scores and sheet music may be 
downloaded for free from his website at www.beneking.com.  
The omission of any tempo, dynamic or pedal markings in his 
scores gives each performer the opportunity to develop their own 
understanding of each work, thus making each interpretation 
completely unique; a collaboration between composer and pianist.  
His most celebrated work is the series of 10 Valses melancoliques. 
No. 8 - Le Desir Eternal - won the international Free-Scores 
Classical Piano Contest in 2013.  Beneking composes mostly series 
of short works, united by a theme or story, and often with a 
compositional challenge (e.g. one hand only or works on black or 
white keys). 

_________________________________________ 

Particularly active in the field of sacred music, Frederick 
Stocken’s commissioned compositions include orchestral, choral, 
ballet and piano music. His bigger works are a violin concerto and 
two symphonies; his first symphony was commissioned by the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra for its main season at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Frederick was Organ Scholar of St Catharine’s College, 
Cambridge where he studied with Peter Hurford. He is a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Organists, having won eight prizes in the 
college’s performing diplomas. He also has a PhD in Music from 
Manchester University.  Alongside composing, Frederick is 
Organist of St George’s Metropolitan Cathedral in Southwark, 
London, a teacher for the RCO Academy Organ School, and an 
examiner for the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music.  
Please see www.frederickstocken.com for more information. 

Programme 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750) 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 (arranged by Ferruccio Busoni) 

Stephan Beneking (b.1971, Germany) 
From Adveniat (2013): 
 I. G minor 
 II. D major 
 III. A flat minor 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809 - 1847) 
Six Christmas Pieces, Op.72 
 I. Allegro non troppo 
 II. Andante sostenuto 
 III. Allegretto 
 IV. Andante con moto 
 V. Allegro assai 
 VI. Vivace 

Béla Bartók (1881 - 1945) 
Romanian Christmas Carols, SZ. 57 (Series 1) 

Johan de Cock (b.1975, South Africa) 
Variations on Veni, Veni Emmanuel (2005) 
 I. Theme 
 II. Pastorale 
 III. Scherzino 
 IV. March 

Franz Liszt (1811 - 1886) 
From Weihnachtsbaum, S186: 
 • No.3:  Die Hirten an der Krippe (In dulci jubilo) 
 • No.4:  Adeste Fideles (March of the Three Holy Kings) 
 • No.7:  Schlummerlied (Slumber Song) 
 • No.11:Ungarisch (Hungarian) 
 • No.12:Polnisch (Polish) 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893) 
Valse des Fleurs from The Nutcracker Suite, Op.71a  
(arranged by Stepán Esipoff) 

Frederick Stocken (b.1967, United Kingdom) 
A Serene Christmas (2014) 
______________________________________________________ 

A note to the audience: please feel free to remain silent or applaud 
whenever and however you please (or not)! 

______________________________________________________ 

http://www.beneking.com
http://www.frederickstocken.com


Johann Sebastian Bach was a German composer, organist, harpsichordist, 
violinist and violist, whose work is revered for its artistic beauty, technical 
control and deep intellectual qualities.  He greatly enriched the established 
German Baroque music of his time, using brilliant counterpoint, advanced 
harmony and also integrating French and Italian styles of form and rhythm.   
The chorale prelude Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme or 'Sleepers Wake', was 
originally transcribed by Bach for pipe organ from his own church cantata of 
the same name, BWV 140.  It became the first of his Schübler Chorales, named 
after the man who first published them in 1748.  The Italian composer, pianist 
and Bach-devotee, Ferruccio Busoni, later transcribed it for solo piano, along 
with nine other organ chorale preludes in 1898.  Busoni maintained that, in 
order to understand and play Bach's music sincerely at the piano, all of his 
keyboard works were to be studied, including the organ works. 

Felix Mendelssohn was born in Hamburg in 1809, son of the banker, 
Abraham Mendelssohn, and grandson of the great Jewish thinker, Moses 
Mendelssohn.  In 1812, after the French occupation, the family moved to 
Berlin, and in 1816 the young Felix was baptised a Christian.  His father did 
the same six years later, considering the move a 'ticket of admission' into 
European culture. 
During his distinguished career as a pianist and conductor, Mendelssohn 
travelled extensively throughout Europe, as far north as Scotland and as far 
south as Naples.  In 1842, the 33-year old Mendelssohn brought his wife to 
England for the first time (it was his own seventh visit).  They stayed for six 
weeks in Denmark Hill in South London, and during this time, Mendelssohn 
wrote eight piano pieces as Christmas presents for various members of the 
Benecke family.  He later revised six of them to form his Opus 72, which were 
first published shortly after his tragic, early death in November 1847. 

Béla Bartók was born on 25 March, 1881, in the town of Nagyszentmiklós, 
now in Romania.  Although his early works showed nationalistic leanings, it 
was not until he embarked on expeditions to collect folk-music that his ideal of 
a stylistic fusion between traditional and art forms of music began to take 
hold. 
The Romanian Christmas Carols were based around the Colinda, a ceremonial 
song traditionally sung in Romanian villages by groups of children, often with 
unexpected changes in the timing.  These were collected by Bartók in the early 
twentieth century and the work was first published in 1918.  A corrected 
version was produced in 1936, which included an appendix with alternative, 
more technically-demanding versions of some of the pieces for concert 
performance. At the time of their collection, the names of the villages and 
districts, where the songs had been collected, bore Hungarian names, but 
today they are known by their Romanian names.  The set of twenty pieces is 

divided into two series of ten pieces each, and it is the first series that will be 
performed today. 

Franz Liszt was a Hungarian composer, pianist, conductor and teacher, who 
was renowned in Europe during the nineteenth century.  He is considered by 
many to be the greatest pianist that ever lived, and was also the first person to 
present solo piano recitals. 
Liszt composed his Weihnachtsbaum (Christmas Tree) suite between 1874 and 
1876, dedicating the twelve pieces to his grandchild, Daniela von Bülow.  It 
was published in 1882 in two versions, one for piano solo and one for piano 
duet.   
The third piece, Die Hirten an der Krippe (The Shepherds at the Manger), is a 
charming setting of the famous Christmas song, In Dulci Jubilo.  The fourth is 
also based on a well-known Christmas carol, Adeste Fideles, which Liszt deftly 
models into a majestic march for the Three Holy Kings. 
The seventh piece, Schlummerlied, is a flowing, dreamlike lullaby that is 
marked softly and delicately throughout. 
The last two pieces are portraits of Liszt himself and his long-term lover, the 
Polish princess, Jeanne Corolyn von Sayn-Wittgenstein. The princess met 
Liszt in 1848 and left her husband (along with her eleven-year-old daughter), 
moving with Liszt to Weimar for twelve years. She tirelessly campaigned to get 
a divorce from her husband - to no avail - and finally retired to Rome in 1860.  
After two papal audiences, she was finally granted permission to marry Liszt, 
but the marriage never took place.  She devoted the rest of her life to 
theological studies, and to smoking vast amounts of extremely strong cigars! 

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky was the first Russian composer whose music 
made a lasting impression on the international scene.  Some of these works - 
symphonies, concertos, operas, ballets, chamber music and choral music - are 
amongst the most popular and concertised works of the entire classical 
repertoire! 
The Nutcracker ballet needs no introduction and is frequently performed all 
over the world during the Christmas festive season.  Before the ballet was 
premiered in December 1892, he made a selection of eight of the numbers, 
intended for concert performance. The Nutcracker Suite, Op.71a, was first 
performed on 19 March 1892 in St Petersburg, and was an instant success, 
more so than the actual ballet itself.  The Valse des Fleurs is the eighth and 
final piece of the suite, and is performed here in an arrangement by Stepán 
Esipoff.  

Johan de Cock, 2014


